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Abstract:

This study examines the implication of mathum al-mukhalafa (argumentum e contrario) in
Islamic legal theory. This is one of the topics concerning textual indications on which the
derivation of Islamic legal rulings from texts depends. The study aims to explain the concept,
clarify its types, present the juristic debate over its probative authority, and identify the
conditions governing its use as evidence. It adopts a descriptive and analytical approach,
comparing the positions of scholars of Islamic legal theory on the issues under discussion by
consulting works on usul al-figh and identifying areas of agreement and disagreement. The
study presents mathum al-mukhalafa as an indication whereby a text assigns to an unmentioned
case a ruling contrary to that stated in the text when the qualifying condition attached to the
ruling is absent. It then discusses its principal types, including the implication of a description,
condition, limit, and number. The study concludes that the use of mafthum al-mukhalafa as
evidence depends on the type of indication and the context of the text. It should not be applied
unconditionally; rather, its requirements must be met, and any factor that redirects the wording
from its apparent indication must be absent. The study highlights the importance of observing
these conditions in interpreting texts and grounding the derivation of rulings in sound
reasoning.

Keywords: Mafhum al-mukhalafa (argumentum e contrario), usul al-figh, legal indications,
types of implication, probative authority, conditions of legal reasoning.
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